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As it is stated in the opening pages of the book, the use of diffusion models is very incipient in Brazil in comparison to the level of knowledge accumulation in the international literature, especially in the USA. In this sense, it is an admirable effort to gather together ten chapters not only discussing the dissemination and adoption of public policies but also presenting a diverse collection in terms of perspectives and models possible to be used as an analytical reference.
But, in my view, this book could also be read as attempted explanations for the adoption of policies, practices and ideas in the Brazilian case. With the exception of the first chapter (by COÊLHO), which discusses analytical tools of this literature, nine out of the ten chapters include Brazil in their analysis, either as a single case or in comparison to other Latin American countries and worldwide. Although it is not the purpose of the editors, I could not avoid making connections among chapters thinking about possible general findings for the Brazilian case, which I will discuss further on.
For the unfamiliar reader, the phenomenon of policy diffusion could be summarized in the following puzzle: why and how some policies get to be considered as 'good practices' and adopted by other governments?
Let us first say that diffusion or transference of policies is not something new in Innovation does not equate to invention as it is understood as "a program that is new to the government adopting it" (BERRY and BERRY, 2007) . These are pioneering experiences that may lead to the spreading or adoption by other governments.
Emulation does not equate to copying. It means that local conditions and actors will play a role by adapting the original policy to their own needs and beliefs. The case of copying the original policy without adaptation, argue some of the authors, would be more common in countries that do not have enough bureaucratic/state capacity and it is normally associated with the adoption of certain practices as a condition for loans from international agencies. Hence the label 'coercion' for this type of mechanism in which governments do not have, really, much of a choice.
Countries may also be analyzed as 'importers' or 'exporters' of policy innovation as some of the authors argue. The book presents potentially good proposals or models for analysis but the empirical demonstration is quite limited throughout the chapters. I do not think this undermines the collection as it seems clear that the methodological challenges to measure the phenomenon of diffusion is quite significant for all of the international community dedicated to this subject. Essentially, to capture the process or mechanisms that explain how diffusion happened involves the adoption of micro-analysis to the level of individuals. For all these reasons, the book is an interesting introductory reading which stimulates further thinking about policy diffusion theories and empirical applications.
Having said that, I feel the book missed an opportunity to present a chapter (or even a glossary) on basic definitions and concepts of policy diffusion, especially considering this is not a well-known approach for Brazilian scholars. Although some concepts appear throughout chapters, we still do not know what is actually diffusion in academic terms.
Is policy diffusion a "successive or sequential adoption of a practice, policy, or program either across countries or across subnational jurisdictions" (FREEMAN, 2008, p. 369) debate among Brazilian scholars, but the reader of the book would definitely benefit from a basic, but well informed, definition of concepts in policy diffusion, so she or he could make their own mind up on issues such as this. This is the only missing aspect of the book for me, which may be added in a future edition. However, the collection remains, up-to-date, the most comprehensive publication on this theme in Brazil.
